
West Virginia Association of Housing Authorities 

Business Meeting Minutes 

Oglebay Resort, Wheeling, WV 

October 8, 2015 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 12:45 p.m. by Madelyn Dodson (South Charleston) and a 

roll call was taken with 23 of 33 members present and the following members absent: Boone, 

Elkins, Grant, Greenbrier, Moundsville, Piedmont, Randolph, Spencer, Weirton, and Weston. 

 

2. President Dotson asked for corrections or comments on the minutes from the April 23, 2015 

meeting. Mark Taylor (Charleston-Kanawha) moved and Vickie Lester seconded to approve the 

minutes as submitted. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

3. Jeff Knight (Charleston-Kanawha) provided a Treasurer’s report, noting that the balance in the 

general fund would change once conference expenses were paid. He also noted we have received 

86% of the membership dues and $6,500 was distributed in Scholarships this year. DJ Haynes 

(Parkersburg) moved and Mark Taylor (Charleston-Kanawha) seconded to approve the 

Treasurer’s report. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

4. New Business: 

Committee Reports: 

Professional Development: President Dodson noted that Chairperson Cindy Preast (Bluefield) 

was not able to attend the meeting but wanted to report to the membership that the 2016 Spring 

Conference would be hosted by Clarksburg April 19-21 and be held at the Bridgeport 

Conference Center. Additionally, the committee will be meeting November 30 to make further 

plans. The committee did a survey and found that Section 8 occupancy got a good response for 

desired training and they will look into getting that scheduled. Finally, she reported that if there 

are other trainings desired, to please talk with the committee. 

 

Maintenance: Lowell Holston (South Charleston) stated he has been working on the maintenance 

committee for quite some time and would like to retire from it. He asked that if there were any 

persons willing to work with him so he could step down, he would appreciate that. 

 

Legislative: No report. It was noted legislative updates were discussed during the breakfast 

meeting. 

 

Insurance: Kristen Fisher (Jackson) reported they have 10 housing authorities currently enrolled 

and if you would like information to please contact either Madelyn Dodson or herself. President 

Dodson stated a letter had been sent out to all executive directors regarding deposits that had 

been held by the association. She noted these were from agencies who had participated at one 

time but no longer do and the records are no longer available. She asked members to please let 

the committee know if they had money on deposit by October 30. 

 

President Dodson noted the Insurance account has a large balance that the Board would like to 

clear up. As noted, this balance is due to housing authority deposits from housing authorities no 

longer participating. The Board and Committee would like to see that balance, minus 1 month’s 



funds for those participating, be transferred into the general fund or the scholarship fund where 

the funds could be better used. Sylvia Sherrod (St. Albans) moved and Mark Taylor (Charleston-

Kanawha) seconded that the funds be moved as indicated. There was a brief discussion and 

questions. The motion was unanimously carried by voice vote. 

 

Commissioners: No report. 

 

Bylaws: No report. 

 

Scholarship: Carmen Easter (Charleston-Kanawha) reported that she had raffle tickets available. 

She reminded members that this committee provides a financial award to students that could 

possibly span their college career. She stated they need members to encourage students to apply. 

The applications will be posted on the website. President Dodson stated $700 was made on the 

Sip and Paint event held Wednesday night. 

 

President Dodson thanked the Board and members for their support of her term as President. She 

thanked all those who had helped her during the term and noted she was very thankful for them.  

 

Nominating: Tony Bazzie (Raleigh County) reported the committee had met several times per 

the Bylaws and had prepared a slate of candidates for office that had been sent to all members. 

He asked if there were any nominations from the floor, there being none, he nominated the 

following slate:  

 

President: Vickie Lester (Huntington) 

Vice-President: Jeff Knight (Charleston-Kanawha) 

Secretary: Karen Jacobson (Randolph County) 

Treasurer Sonia Meredith (Mt. Hope) 

Board Members: District I, DJ Haynes (Parkersburg) 

District II, Mark Taylor (Charleston-Kanawha) 

District III, Donna Witt (Beckley) 

Commissioner Representative Luann Bush (Clarksburg-Harrison). 

 

By voice vote, the slate of candidates were unanimously approved. 

 

President Vickie Lester presented Immediate Past President Dodson with a gift of appreciation 

for her service. 

 

On a motion by D.J. Haynes (Parkersburg) and seconded by Mark Taylor (Charleston-Kanawha), 

the meeting was unanimously adjourned. 


