
West Virginia Association of Housing Agencies 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Tuesday, April 10, 2018 
 

Blennerhassett Hotel  
Parkersburg, WV  

 
Minutes 

 
1) The meeting was called to order by President Knight at 11:30 am.  Members present includ-

ed Jeff Knight, Vickie Lester, Sharon Harmon, Tammy Miller, Christal Crouso, Belinda Har-
ness, Pauline Sturgill and Karen Jacobson. Also in attendance Tony Bazzie, Jonathan Zim-
merman, Madelyn Dotson, D.J. Haynes, James Armes, Carman Easter, Nita Keeney, Tabitha 
Glenn, Duane Makel. 

 
2) Approval of Minutes from March 16, 2018.  Karen Jacobson moved to approve, Vickie Lester 

seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
3) Treasurer’s Reports –Sharon Harmon presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Tax reports are 

filed timely with the help of Mary Kern.  Vickie Lester moved to accept the treasurer’s re-
port and Karen Jacobson seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous to approve. 

 
4) Committee Reports: 

 
a) By-laws Committee-Represented by Tabitha Glenn.  Proposed changes to by-laws; 

audit every 2 years, make by-laws a permanent committee, look at investments and 
adopt policy, look at scholarships 10 days prior to board meeting and make recom-
mendations. 

 
b) Professional Development Committee-D.J Haynes reported that the HCVP Specialist 

training in March had 20 people in attendance and broke even. Leadership training 
to be held in Morgantown in June 5-7. WVAHA will cover the $2,500 cost of training.  
Mental Health training is proposed regionally.  Looking for a Housing Authority’s to 
host.  Spring Workshop Conference has 88 people attending and should make a 
profit. Looking for training suggestions for fall conference to be held at Canaan 
Lodge. 
 

c) Maintenance Committee-James Armes reported that HVAC training with certifica-
tion testing will be provided at the fall conference.  He would like to email all Execu-
tive Directors and ask for a list of maintenance men and their emails to get sugges-
tions for future conferences. 
 



d) Scholarship Committee-Carmen Easter reported they will give out scholarships at 
the luncheon on Wednesday.  They had 12 applicants.  They would like to update 
the application to have clear dates for submission, put the applications out earlier, 
have a scholarship table to each conference, and clarify scoring criteria.  Carmen 
asked to gift basket items to include WVAHA logo gifts.   
 

e) Legislative Committee-Tony Bazzie reported with the help of Jonathan Zimmerman. 
They have a group going to NAHRO conference in Washington DC and they will pre-
sent our position paper to WV members of Congress or their staff, with the focus on 
3 main talking points. 
 

f) Commissioners Committee-no report. 
 

g) Insurance Committee-represented by Nita Keeney.  October 1st, 2018 is open en-
rollment.  The committee would like to do a survey of Housing Authorities and their 
employee’s insurance needs and what they are offered with their current insuranc-
es. 
 

h) Public Affairs Committee-Pauline Sturgill.  The committee is working on an electronic 
newsletter with Constant Contact.  They are also working on getting a new domain 
and website up and running within 6 months and would like to have some presence 
on Facebook.  Some of the members are looking for “Good News” stories that could 
be taken to Washington DC in conjunction with the position paper. 

 

i) Archives and History Committee-Madelyn Dotson reported the committee is work-
ing on guidelines to establish a way to maintain the information and history that 
they are trying to collect.  They want pictures of past WVAHA presidents and past 
conference items. They also suggested a photographer for the group is needed 

 

j) Conference Committee-President Knight reported that they are looking for host and 
locations for the spring and fall conferences of 2019. 

 

 
 

5) Unfinished Business: 
 
a) Mountain State Consortium-Tony Bazzie reported that he met with 2 other board mem-

bers recently and discussed the consortium.  Vickie Lester has the by-laws and if the 
group is dissolved the monies go back to original contributing members.  President 
Knight suggested the consortium board could meet and vote to appoint new active 
board members.  Jonathan spoke of the benefits pf having such a group. 

 
b) President Knights reported that LuAnne Bush will be looking into the Scholarship In-

vestment account and searching for a better return on the funds.  



 
 
Vickie Lester made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Karen Jacob-

son and all approved. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted by Tammy Miller, Secretary 


